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The gift of a Jewish education is so much more 
than learning to read, write and do arithmetic. At 
P’TACH, our educators teach not only those vital 
academic subjects, but also the values and wisdom 
that come from a deep understanding and practice of 
Talmud Torah. For children with learning differences, 
there are additional lessons to be learned; the way a 
student overcomes learning challenges leads to strong 
foundations in self-esteem, resilience and compassion, 
all necessary qualities for achieving personal, academic 
and professional goals.

Introspection, the ability to look inside and understand 
ourselves, is a lifelong process that starts with family 
and community. P’TACH is unique in that we focus 
on our students’ ongoing personal growth along with 
academic and religious learning. When students know 
their learning strengths and weaknesses, they can 
advocate for themselves. Further, as students become 
more self-aware and effective, they develop greater 
understanding of others and can better navigate the 
world.

Children who struggle with learning differences tend to 
be more self-absorbed than their less challenged peers. 
They often have difficulty thinking of others or taking 
someone else’s perspective, sometimes as a direct result 
of their learning problems or simply because they 
are accustomed to the extra attention their learning 
differences require. In either case, specific interventions 
are needed to help children with learning differences 

internalize the virtues of Torah, service and chesed. 
Instilling these values in our youngsters is a goal that 
we at P’TACH take just as seriously as teaching reading 
and math. 

At P’TACH, we help students identify and understand 
the reasons for their struggles. This process, called 
demystification, conveys to students - and to their 
parents - that there is no such thing as a perfect mind, 
and that we all harbor imperfections which affect 
us in different ways. Demystification gives students 
insight into their academic and personal strengths 
and weaknesses and teaches them that their strengths 
are assets that will empower them throughout their 
lives. Developing resiliency will ultimately enable our 
students to think of others and become productive 
members of the Jewish community. 

It is often said that children are our most valuable 
natural resource, and we have a responsibility to 
nurture them. As President John F. Kennedy said, “One 
person can make a difference and every person should 
try.” We thank our supporters and encourage everyone 
to join us in this important work.

Dr. Judah Weller

Letter from the Director

Mr. Steven Lependorf and the boys of P’TACH at Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin 
perform a science experiment

Guitar lessons foster learning and self-confidence at P’TACH/Bais Yaakov 
D’Rav Meir
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The Seniors of P’TACH
at YUHS for Boys
Bright Futures Built on a Foundation of Positive Values

Chaim has plans for the future. He thinks about being 
a doctor, but is also interested in public service, hoping 
to represent students with special education needs on 
his local school board. With learning differences of 
his own to overcome, Chaim understands all too well 
the importance of the right education to achieving his 
goals. “P’TACH is the only place to keep my dreams 
alive,” he says. 

Since starting the P’TACH program at Yeshiva 
University High School for Boys, Chaim’s grades 
have improved dramatically, as has his social life. The 
other boys appreciate him for his ambition and his 
kind nature. Asher, a classmate, singles out Chaim for 
leadership qualities, pointing to his interest in politics. 
Chaim’s courage in the face of adversity stands out as 
well; he has survived numerous medical procedures 
for a cleft palate and other conditions. Chaim says his 
medical history has made him a better person. “I am 
able to handle things better than most people my age 
and I am 100% sympathetic. I was bullied when I was 
younger. Now, if I see bullying, I try to stop it.” Chaim 
also volunteers at the Good Samaritan Hospital in 
Suffern, New York. 

“Confidence, taking personal chances, resiliency – the 
ability to deal with setbacks – dignity and respect are 
the qualities and values the staff nurtures in all the boys,” 
says Dr. Evan Kroll, school psychologist at YUHSB. “We 
encourage them to take chances and get out of their 
comfort zones. We support them when things don’t go 
well and cheerlead when things do go well.” P’TACH’s 
students go on to study in Israel, college and vocational 
programs. Careers of recent graduates include catering, 
sales, jewelry, film, pharmacy and carrying on family 
businesses. “The goal is to build skills and confidence 
and produce healthy, functioning, independent Jewish 
adults who accomplish what they set out to do,” he says. 

Feeling welcome is an important part of joining the 
P’TACH learning community. “P’TACH is a great place 

to be,” says Asher. “Everyone is friendly and supportive. 
There are small classes and the teachers really pay 
attention to my needs.” Asher joined P’TACH in the 
middle of 10th grade due to dyslexia. With the help 
of English teacher Dr. David Cohen and other staff at 
P’TACH he is reading near grade level and proud of his 
accomplishments, including successfully completing 
the English Regents Exam. 

“The English Regents is all about abstraction and 
inference, which is difficult for students with learning 
differences,” says Dr. Cohen. “Subtlety, nuance of 
language, double meaning – these are the challenges 
that P’TACH children face and we work very hard to 
build skills and instill confidence.” 

Dr. Kroll happily talks about another student, Yitzi, 
“who exudes confidence and has no fear of failure. He 
was asked by the administration to speak at P’TACH’s 
Annual Dinner last April and he took on the honor 
with courage and poise.” For his part, Yitzi says he had 
no choice but to attend P’TACH; his mother made 
him do it. Though he does not readily admit it, he is 
grateful to her. “I had trouble reading, but I read well 
now,” he says. “The teachers know how to work with 
you; they are mentors and are at your side at all times.” 
Yitzi works hard at school, holds down two part-time 
jobs, and visits the gym every night because physical 
fitness is important to him. He feels he is well respected 
at P’TACH and that P’TACH has helped build his self-
esteem. Yitzi recommends that parents act quickly 
when they realize their child has a learning problem. 
“My mother made the right decision,” he says.

Students note a palpable change in self-esteem after 
enrolling at P’TACH. Avi attended later than most, in 
the 11th grade, and talks about the positive changes he 
has seen in himself in the last year. “My previous school 
was not equipped to meet my needs,” he says. “I’m doing 

...........continued on page 4
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well in school because at P’TACH teachers break things 
down for me and won’t stop until I understand. I believe 
in myself now.” Avi is a musician who plays the drums, 
guitar and piano in two bands. He also volunteers in 
a nursing home. Avi sees his passions for music and 
chesed as carrying on a tradition led by his grandfather, 
a cantor. He feels a personal and moral responsibility to 
work hard and succeed, and to help others do the same. 

Ari and Menachem appreciate the small classes and 
individual attention they get at P’TACH. They learn the 
same curriculum as students in mainstream classes, but 
in a way that makes learning easier and less stressful. 
Extracurricular activities are a large part of their lives 
too. Ari raised more than $1200 for an Israeli charity 
serving the poor as part of a P’TACH tzedakah drive 
and works at a summer camp, while Menachem enjoys 
P’TACH’s culinary arts classes – he cooks at home for 
his family several times a week – and is a member of a 
local youth synagogue group teaching children various 
sports, including basketball and skateboarding. They 
are role models for new P’TACH students who are 
adjusting to a new educational environment. 

Looking back, Moshe, a recent graduate spending a year 
in Israel, observes, “some kids need P’TACH more than 
others, but they need it for different reasons.” Subjects 
are taught in an interesting way; he felt challenged in 
math and English and being in mainstream classes 
allowed him to expand friendships. He participated 
in Scope, a comic high school newspaper, the library 
squad, and works summers at a clothing company 
assisting with shipping, errands, and clerical work. 
Most important, he was determined to graduate 
from high school and continue his education. Moshe 
describes himself as determined to succeed. At home 
and at work he is treated with respect because of his 
academic achievements. To those coming after him he 
says, “when you graduate, you’ll be happy you went to 
P’TACH.”

“When it comes to planning for the future,” says P’TACH 
coordinator Rabbi Boruch Feder, “the young men in the 
P’TACH program at Yeshiva University High School for 
Boys have opportunities they never dreamed of when 
they were younger and struggling through elementary 
and junior high school. The values they learn at home 
are reinforced at school by qualified and experienced 
teachers who care deeply about their students.”  ■

The Seniors of P’TACH at YUHS for Boys.....................
...........continued from page 3
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...P'TACH has 
the solution

If your son or daughter is struggling 
in a regular classroom environment, 
P’TACH has the time-tested solution 
for you. For over 35 years, P’TACH 
has been utilizing specialized teaching 
techniques in small classrooms within 
mainstream yeshiva elementary and 
high schools.

Our “center-based” programs 
offer individualized instruction 
across all areas of the curriculum; 
no single reading program works for 
everyone. P’TACH provides a warm 
and supportive school environment, 
enabling children to become 
successful and empowered learners.

For more information, a confidential 
consultation, or to arrange a visit to 
any of our model programs, please 
call 718-854-8600x102. 

GIVE YOUR CHILD
A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Visit our website 
Watch our video at 

www.ptach.org

When pull out sessions in 

the resource room

are not working for your child...

When moving to the 
front of the class
is not working for your child...

When a large class size 

is not working for your child...
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To help with social integration into the larger YUHSG 
community, Mrs. Welkowitz taught Leah and the other 
girls to approach the mainstream students rather than 
worry about being judged because they were in a special 
program. At first the girls were shy, but that passed quickly 
as they made friends. Older P’TACH students who had 
been through the same experience also helped pave the 
way socially, and Leah and her friends in turn reached 
out to new P’TACH students; the feeling of camaraderie 
gets passed down from one group to another. 

Segal, 18, a sports enthusiast, loves basketball, which she 
played often in high school. Segal considers P’TACH a 
place of “balanced learning.” She was in mainstream 
classes as well as P’TACH classes and found she became 
keenly aware of her academic strengths and weaknesses. 
Before attending P’TACH, she could not focus while 

Jacqueline Welkowitz, program coordinator at the 
P’TACH Program at Yeshiva University High School 
for Girls, talks about the effects of years of failure on 
a child’s motivation to succeed. “When children with 
learning differences do poorly in school it is because 
they are not in an environment that properly supports 
them,” she says. “They want to do well, they just can’t.” 
The motivation is there, yet it has been diminished by 
persistent frustration. The child’s energy is depleted 
and her ability to learn is written off, not because those 
around her do not care, but because they do not know 
how to help.

Enter P’TACH, a special education program for yeshiva 
students with learning differences located and integrated 
within mainstream schools. The P’TACH program is 
designed to restore motivation, achievement and self-
confidence in academic and daily life. Leah, an 18-year-
old graduate of the P’TACH program at YU for Girls, 
plans to go to college to become a psychologist or social 
worker. “I love P’TACH,” she says. “I feel blessed.” Leah 
recalls having strong personal connections with teachers 
and other students in the program. “Every lesson is a life 
lesson as well as instruction in an academic subject.”

At the Senior School Breakfast prior to graduation, Leah 
was honored with the “Giant Leap Award” for academic 
and personal achievement over the course of her high 
school career. Her history is powerful, and she tells a 
story common to children with learning differences. 
In earlier grades, Leah did not like school and had no 
patience for homework. She came to believe she was lazy 
and that life would never be different. “In junior high 
school, I don’t think I knew I had trouble reading. When 
I came to P’TACH, I realized I needed help. I came to 
understand that I was behind academically. I wasn’t 
upset or embarrassed, but I matured on a personal level. 
I worked hard and just went with the flow,” she says. 

Spotlight on the P’TACH Program at Yeshiva 
University High School for Girls

Motivated to
Succeed?YES! 

...........continued on page 10

A student studies with Esther Jacobovits, Assistant Coordinator and teacher
with the P’TACH program at Yeshiva University High School for Girls
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P’TACH’s 36th Annual 
Scholarship Dinner

in yeshivas and day schools. Dr. Hyman took great 
pride in the accomplishments of P’TACH’s graduates, 
who went on to study in Yeshivas in Israel, college and 
successful careers. 

Yitzchok Kaplowitz, a senior at the Yeshiva University 
High School for Boys, introduced Herbert and Harriet 
Olitsky, recipients of this year’s Community Leadership 
Award. Education is an important cause for the Olitsky 
family, and they are strong advocates for P’TACH’s 
mission to provide a first-rate Jewish education for 
children with specialized learning needs. 

A highlight of the evening was a moving speech given 
by Shaindy Stamler Goldenberg, a 6th grade student 
in the P’TACH program at Bais Yaakov D’Rav Meir. 
Her story of academic struggle and social alienation 
followed by fulfillment and success in the P’TACH 
program touched everyone’s hearts. 

Shaindy introduced Rabbi Eliezer and Betsy Harari, 
recipients of P’TACH’s Educational Leadership 
Award. Mrs. Harari has a long and distinguished 

The 36th Annual Scholarship Dinner, held at the New 
York Grand Hyatt on April 14, 2013, honored those 
whose generous contributions in support of children 
with learning differences are vital to P’TACH students. 
The gathering of 500 supporters, educators, parents 
and children also celebrated the achievements of 
P’TACH students who every day rise above adversity, 
excel in academia and grow into active, productive 
members of the Jewish community. 

Introduced to the gathering by some of P’TACH’s 
best and brightest students, the evening’s honorees 
share a commitment to community. Este Zadok and 
Segal Basal, 2013 graduates of the P’TACH program at 
Yeshiva University High School for Girls, introduced 
the Hyman family, who accepted the Founder’s Award 
in memory of Dr. Melvin Hyman ע״ה. Forty years ago, 
with a grand vision of educational excellence for all 
children, Dr. Hyman co-founded P’TACH and became 
the organization’s first president. Years later, he was a 
chairman of the board. Under his leadership, P’TACH 
grew from a grassroots movement to a world-renowned 
organization with special classes and resource rooms 

Dr. Judah Weller, Rabbi Eliezer and Betsy Harari Dr. Judah Weller, Hillel Weinberger, Co-President, P’TACH, Herbert and Harriet Olitsky
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career as a learning specialist with P’TACH. She was 
one of the first special educators in the Sephardic 
community when P’TACH established its special 
education program at Magen David Yeshiva. For the 
last twenty-five years, she has been the anchor of the 
Limudei Kodesh Resource Center at P’TACH/Bais 
Yakov D’Rav Meir. Rabbi Harari has been a beacon 
of support and rabbinic guidance to the Ateret 
Torah community for more than twenty years, and a 
strong supporter of special education in the Jewish 
community.

“High-quality education must be available for all 
Jewish children,” said Dr. Judah Weller, P’TACH’s 
director. “The children of P’TACH are grateful to 
tonight’s honorees and to all of those who make 
special education a priority. The funds raised tonight 
will support tuition, classroom enhancement, 
academic achievement and personal enrichment. 
Our graduates are knowledgeable and self-confident 
individuals who learn from the kindness of others.  
They will pass on that generosity as they make their 
own contributions to family and community.”  ■

Este Zadok and Segal Basal

Shaindy Stamler Goldenberg

Marc Hyman, Cynthia Hyman, Dr. Joel Rosenshein, Dr. Judah Weller

Yitzchok KaplowitzYitzchok Kaplowitz

Este Zadok and Segal Basal
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Belonging – All students want to feel like school is a place 
in which they belong. When school success is beyond reach, 
students feel alienated and disengaged. The curriculum at 
P’TACH includes mainstream academic subjects as well as 
classes and experiences that take into account how students 
learn, promote a sense of identity, and create a feeling of 
belonging to the group. Field trips, music, woodworking, 
computer lab, and cooking, are tailored to students’ interests.

Usefulness – School is not only an academic experience, 
but also a social one where students spend their time 
with friends and peers. When classrooms are set up to 
be competitive and individualistic, students who cannot 
keep up feel incompetent and like they don’t belong; 
they feel useless. Consider how a child would feel if he 
believed that his school would not be affected one iota 
if he left. At P’TACH, the day is planned to promote 
usefulness. Through cooperative learning, structured 
interdependence, and positive group reinforcement, each 
student is shown that his presence in school matters and 
is valuable. 

Potency – Students with learning or attention differences 
may feel powerless in school. Often they are told to be 
happy that a school has accepted them at all. They feel like 
victims of external events and that there is nothing they 
can do to make things better. Children who feel capable 
and effective can tackle a situation they don’t like. They 
feel competent to change or overcome whatever stands 
in their way. P’TACH students are empowered. They are 
taught and encouraged to self-advocate, make their own 
decisions, and become leaders.

Optimism – Students who consistently receive positive 
feedback on competence, belonging, usefulness and 

Shlomo is a high school student who, before coming to 
P’TACH, attended several schools where he was taunted by 
some of his peers. He said introspectively, “I think the kids 
made fun of me because they gave up on themselves and 
I hadn’t. They didn’t like that.” His insight was impressive, 
largely because he was probably right. 

We are always struck when children overcome what seem like 
insurmountable odds and become productive, happy adults; 
these children are resilient. We define resilience as a mindset 
that a child possesses to confront and overcome obstacles. 
Resilience can be thought of as an antibody that enables us 
to ward off attacks to our confidence. Clearly, no one could 
question the value of equipping children, especially those 
with learning struggles, with such an antibody.

Resilience can be taught. It is instilled both in the home and 
at school. Parents impart resilience through unconditional 
love and realistic positive expectations, and schools impart it 
through planned educational experiences that inculcate five 
qualities: competency, belonging, usefulness, potency, and 
optimism. 

Competency – Scientific studies show that students who 
are constantly reminded of their academic deficits will later 
withdraw, literally and psychologically, from the classroom. 
At P’TACH, teachers and staff know that students want to 
learn and will commit to learning when they get concrete 
evidence of their ability to do so. Through traditional and 
creative teaching methods, fostering academic and social 
competence is a prime directive. This is why Chaim, a 
12th grader at the Yeshiva University High School for Boys 
P’TACH program, feels confident enough to push himself 
towards a Regents diploma and college. He has been shown 
that he can do it.

Teaching 
resilience,
a core value By Evan Kroll, Ph.D. and

Rabbi Baruch Feder, M.S., M.B.A.
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potency have good reason to be optimistic. Equipped with 
these virtues, students intuitively know they can succeed. 

We are all familiar with the story of “the little engine that 
could.” Using that metaphor, we often see two types of 
students at P’TACH. Early on, children continuously play 
a mental recording saying, “At school I feel like a failure, 

an outsider, and no one misses me when I’m absent. There 
is nothing I can do about it.” Would you expect such 
children to attend school regularly, work hard, and act in 
a socially appropriate fashion?

Now, imagine another student, one who has spent time 
at P’TACH and whose mental recording plays a very 
different tune. He says, “I wish school was easier, but I 
definitely feel successful here; I feel like I belong and 
people like me. I have the power to make things happen, 
and I expect to be a success in the future.” P’TACH’s 
mission is to support the “I think I can” mentality, as this 
is what fuels resiliency. 

Instilling competence, belonging, usefulness, potency, 
and optimism through powerful, repeated, and authentic 
school experiences is what guides P’TACH. Underpinning 
every school program, teaching strategy, and classroom 
lesson, is the goal of teaching resiliency. That lesson was 
not lost on Shlomo. He relayed, “at P’TACH, they don’t let 
you give up on yourself. That’s why I like it here.” Students 
like Shlomo and Chaim are encouraged to value their 
individuality, their abilities, their growth, and subsequent 
contributions to society.   ■

............................................................................................................................................................................

Extracurricular activities, such as culinary arts, are tailored to 
students interests.

...........continued on page 12

Shaindy Speaks!
Excerpts from her speech at the P'TACH Annual Gala
I am a sixth grader in the P’TACH Bais Yaakov D’Rav Meir 
program.  I love school.  But it wasn’t always that way.  When 
I was in my old school, I used to make believe that I was sick 
so I wouldn’t have to face another school day.  Sometimes, I 
just refused to go.

I came to America when I was 5 years old.  I used to speak 
Hebrew.  But the teachers and principal in my old school 
insisted that my mother speak to me only in English.  This 
was very difficult for me.  As a result, I forgot my Hebrew 
and struggled in English.  I had trouble learning to read 
either language.  Also, I was left back.  So girls made fun of 
me.  Often, they bullied me. At recess, I was never included 
in any games.  They would say, “Oh, we have enough girls 
already.”  My teachers never did anything to help me socially.  
I felt really angry and left out.  I lost all of my confidence.  
Class time was very hard.  The teacher would announce in 
front of the class that I needed help reading.  She made me 

feel like a nobody.  Because I couldn’t read, class work seemed 
impossible. 

For 3rd grade, my mother placed me in a special education 

Shaindy Stamler Goldenberg
with her proud mother

...........continued on page 11
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Motivated to Succeed?  YES! .............................................................................................................................

taking tests, leading to inevitable failure. Segal speaks 
eloquently about bouncing back. “I realized I could no 
longer hide behind a poor self-image.” Like the other 
girls, Segal worked hard and branched out, volunteering 
as a tutor and working two part-time jobs during the 
school year. After graduation she went to Israel for the 
summer and plans to attend Touro College. 

Tzipora, 18, plans to study in Israel and major in 
accounting at Queens College. “I love math,” she says. 
However, that was not always the case; academics were a 
problem in elementary and middle school. At P’TACH, 
Tzipora studied hard and saw herself as a role model for 
the other girls. “Sometimes I would see a girl not into 
studying and I’d offer to study together,” she says. “I 
want everyone to feel like they can do it. In high school, 
I pushed myself to do well and sometimes I’d pass on 
a movie or going out with friends in order to study. 
My friends admired my determination, and told me I 
deserved a night out!” 

“P’TACH took my weaknesses and low self-esteem and 
turned me into a person who wants to try hard and learn; 
I feel like I am important,” Tzipora continues. “I can’t 
picture where I’d be right now if I had never come to 
P’TACH.” Tzipora also feels an obligation to pass on her 
confidence and motivation to classmates and younger 
students. Mrs. Welkowitz agrees that accomplishments 
are contagious, stating that the achievements of students 
like Tzipora are an inspiration. “Tzipora took the lead 
in her own education and she is a leader and model for 
other students,” she says.

One of those students who looks up to her predecessors 
is Elana, 14, who tells the story of being left out of an ice 
cream party in third grade because she could not finish a 
multiplication assignment. Childhood memories are still 
fresh, but they are tempered by new experiences and a 
willingness to be challenged in school, where history is 
her best subject; in sports, where she is manager of the 
softball team; and the arts, where she was one of two 
P’TACH students in the school play last June. She ran 
for grade representative to the student government and 
tried out for the soccer team, both unsuccessfully. “I’ll 
try again this year,” she says. “I become more determined 
when someone says I can’t do things.” Elana adds, “I 
am not afraid to show who I am and I am the same as 
everyone else, but in my own way.” 

...........continued from page 5
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because they see models of success all around them, in 
their teachers and most of all, in their schoolmates.”  ■

............................................................................................................................................................................

Another young student, Sara, 14, recalls being bullied in 
elementary yeshiva. Her parents moved her to a secular 
private school and, when that failed, to P’TACH, where 
she is excelling academically and socially. Sara helps 
others with their homework and considers herself a 
responsible person and a good role model. She likes 
to lead the morning davening, occasionally alongside 
Elana. “At the secular school, I felt separate,” Sara says. 
“At P’TACH, I feel like a leader and part of the Jewish 
community at the same time.”  

Sara’s personal experience emphasizes an important 
advantage of a P’TACH education - helping families keep 
their children in a Jewish educational environment while 
providing them with a highly individualized academic 
program. “The values taught and practiced through 
a religious education are of equal importance to the 
specialized education that strengthens the academic and 
life skills of our students,” says Dr. Judah Weller, Director 
of P’TACH. “A P’TACH education is well-rounded and 
thoughtful, with care taken to encourage kindness to 
others as well as personal achievement. Success is defined 
in many ways, and our children are motivated to succeed 

school.  Unfortunately, most of the students in my class were 
studying below my age level.  It was like being in kindergarten.  
I didn’t belong there.  It was so confusing - it made no sense!!
Then, I came to P’TACH.  P’TACH put me back into my real 
grade level.  And when I walked in, I knew that I was in the 
right place.  The girls in P’TACH were just like me.  They all 
asked me my name and tried to make me feel welcome.  The 
girls in my class are more than just my friends.  They are like 
my family.  In P’TACH, I feel comfortable.

The teachers in P’TACH care about their students.  They make 
sure that everyone is nice to each other so that we all feel safe.  
In P’TACH, I have the help I need.  My teacher works with 
everyone, but gives us each what we need on our own level.  
She talks to me about my reading difficulties and does not 
embarrass me in front of the class.  My teachers help me by 
pointing out my weaknesses in a gentle way and encouraging 
me to work on my weaknesses using my strengths.  

In P’TACH, while we get the help we need to learn skills, 
we still learn mainstream material.  I go to mainstream for 
Navi, Halacha, science and Yahadus  - I love those subjects 

and I feel accomplished.  Everyone treats me with respect.  
The mainstream Hebrew principal, Morah Maimon, always 
compliments my middos.  This makes me feel proud.  The 
mainstream girls are very nice and include P’TACH girls in all 
of their games.  I am like everyone else - not inferior!!  I never 
thought I would be able to do this.  And here I am - doing it!!!  

In P’TACH, we are taught study skills to help us become 
independent.  Teachers explain the information better and 
use tools to help me understand.  I love learning on the smart 
board.  It helps me remember and makes me want to learn.  
In P’TACH, we also have our own extracurricular activities 
- knitting and guitar - which make us feel accomplished.   A 
lot of girls, not only me, have talent and are unaware of it 
until they begin guitar and knitting.  And then, they find it!  
Knitting has helped me decide to become a designer when I 
grow up.

P’TACH has given me the confidence to push myself.  When I 
graduate, I not only want to be a designer, but also an author.  
I would like to write the story of my life and inspire others 
with my story.  ■

...........continued from page 9
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The Al Pi Darko Program, a signature program of P’TACH’s 
National Educational Research Center (NERC), is an intensive 
professional development program for K-12 educators 
taught by our director, Dr. Judah Weller. Workshops utilize a 
neurodevelopmental model, giving mainstream educators and 
learning specialists greater insight, knowledge and training in 

the teaching methods that work best for individual children, 
no matter where on the learning spectrum those children lie.

To learn more and schedule training at your location, call 
P’TACH at (718) 854-8600, ext. 102, or email 
Dr. Weller at PTACHdrw@aol.com.

Al Pi Darko A N.E.R.C. Program

Matching Gifts Program
Does your place of employment offer a matching gifts program?

To make your donation go farther, simply obtain a form from your company’s 
matching gift coordinator and send it to P’TACH at 1689 East 5th Street,

Brooklyn, NY 11230. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.


