
N E R C
   National Educational  
   Resource Center at P’TACH

Professional consulting, staff development and continuing  
education for K-12 educators in the Jewish Day School community.  

For 25 years, through workshops and intensive training, NERC has 
offered teachers, rabbis and school administrators the tools and strategies 

to meet the diverse educational and social needs of their students.   
Below is a list of last year’s courses.

   To schedule training in your school or community please call:  
Dr. Judah Weller at 718-854-8600, ext. 102.

2009-2010 Schedule
Presented by Dr. Joel Dickstein

 n “Teaching Beyond the Middle: 
Differentiated Instruction”
Staff Professional In-Service Workshop                        
Sigel Hebrew Academy, West Hartford, Connecticut

n “Memory – The Overlooked Learning Tool, 
and Don’t You Forget It!”
Nonpublic School Professional Development Day           
East Ramapo Central School District, Spring Valley, New York

 
n “Social Competence: Building Social Skills 
in the Classroom”
The Division of Special Services of Torah Umesorah   

Presented by Dr. Judah Weller

n “Hidden Sparks Without Walls” and 
Webinar - “Kriyah: Developing an Effective  
Management Plan for Building Kriyah Skills”

n ”Al Pi Darko” Program: Yeshivas Celebrating 
Neurodevelopmental Diversity  
4 full-day sessions
Tiferes Bais Yakov – Lakewood, New Jersey

January 
2010

February 
2010

June
2010

December 
2009

August 
2010

Fall2010

opening new
opportunities

for children
since 1976
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P’TACH Workbooks and 
Independent Practice Books
Chumash Vocabulary Program by Rabbi Yehoshua Fulda
The Dikduk Difference by Rabbi Yehoshua Fulda
Hemshech: A Post Primary Reading Resource Workbook 
         by Rabbi Leibel Newman
Ivris Vocabulary Workbook by Mrs. B. Harari and Mrs. R. Schwarzmer
Ksav Rashi by Rabbi Yehoshua Fulda
Parshas Chaya Sora & Toldos and Parshas VaYetzei 
       two volume set by Mrs. Sima Newman
Shoroshim by Mrs. Raizy Schwarzmer

P’TACH  
provides  

support materials  
for many  

educational needs.  
For more information 
and to place an order,  

please visit our store at 
www.PTACH.org 

or call 
(718) 854-8600.

Matching Gifts Program
Does your place of employment offer  

a matching gifts program?
This is an excellent way to make your donation go farther.  

    Simply obtain a form from your company’s matching gift coordinator 
  and send it to P’TACH at 1428 36th Street, 

Suite 211, Brooklyn, NY 11218.
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Welcome to the latest edition of “Vista.”  In this issue we 
look at the conundrum of teenagers wanting and needing to “fit in”  
yet “stand out.”  How does a teenager do both?  An even trickier  
question:  How does a teenager with learning differences do both?

Adolescence, as we well know, is a time of change, discovery, 
insecurity and idealism.  Children yearn to be accepted by their  
peers.  Successfully navigating the perilous waters of friendship  
and social networks is a learned skill that lasts a lifetime.  Children  
also want to be seen as distinct individuals.  They have talents and 
interests that set them apart.  It’s a shaky balancing act, this fitting  
in and standing out at the same time!

As they form a moral vision of the world around them, teenagers 
try out different looks and identities.  They experiment with and  

challenge parental rules, social norms  
and community expectations.

We at P’TACH are thoroughly aware 
of the trials and tribulations of  
adolescence.  We take special care  
of our students during this marvelous  
and often dramatic time of their lives 
because fitting in socially, emotion-
ally, educationally and physically is 
even more difficult for children with 
learning differences.

Children of all ages come to P’TACH with low self-esteem, the  
greatest challenge to a healthy social life.  They struggle in the 
classroom and in their daily lives.  P’TACH provides a child-centric 
education that addresses the diverse learning needs of each of our 
students. Tried and true teaching methods employed by highly  
trained educators – along with heavy doses of patience and love – 
create success in school and the social realm alike. 

Read on.  You will be impressed.  And, we ask for your support  
so we may continue the vital work that makes these stories of  
triumph and success possible.

With best wishes for a healthy and happy New Year,
Rabbi Burton Jaffa
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          E lin Weinstein, a clinical 
psychologist in private practice in 
Queens, works part time for the  
P’TACH program at Yeshiva University  
High School for Girls in Holliswood.   
Her seven years with P’TACH are a  
meaningful part of her 30-year career  
working with children, teenagers,  
adults and families managing learning  
differences.

With the humility, deep knowledge and  
understanding that are characteristic of 
professionals in her field, Dr. Weinstein  
is thoughtful in sharing her observations 
and assessments of the emotional and  
social issues facing children with learning differences.  

“I begin the school year by touching base with each and every 
child,” she says.  “I reassure them of the confidentiality of our 
conversations and we talk about all kinds of issues, like resolving 
negative feelings or conflicts with other girls.  We talk about fitting 
in with the girls in the mainstream classes.”  The girls often stop by 
of their own volition, knowing they have an adult to talk to with a 
sympathetic ear who is squarely on their side.  

But what is fitting in?  What is the goal for these girls?  

Emotions run deep.  Children with learning differences often don’t 
know that other girls are going through the same feelings of inad-
equacy.  Most of all, they don’t want to be seen as “stupid” by their 
peers.  Fitting in is feeling comfortable with other kids their age; 
feeling “regular” or “normal.”  Ultimately, the goal is making reliable 
friends and establishing close relationships with people. 

Dr. Weinstein observes, “At the end of four years in the P’TACH 
program, you cannot tell the difference between the P’TACH 
seniors and the mainstream girls.  That’s the goal.” 

What about the atypical teens for whom conforming is an even 
greater challenge?  Some children are artistic types, for instance, 
so learning differences or not, they would stand out as different.  
They may dress differently or express themselves in other creative 
ways.  Others may be naturally shy, while still others may be first 
generation Americans and need help fitting in culturally.  

Dr. Weinstein explains that every child is different and that the 
P’TACH program in all of its facets - academics, socialization and 
guiding children through the maturation process - takes a holistic 
approach to each child.  Differences in personality, family circum-
stances as well as in learning style are taken into account.

One recent graduate, a very talented 
artist, felt left out.  Dr. Weinstein 
helped her understand that it wasn’t 
necessary to be friends with every-
one in school; she should work on 
one friend at a time and that close 
friendships with one or a few girls are 
meaningful.  This young woman grew 
to have close friends and found her 
place in the world in an arts program 
in Israel.

“We engineer relationships,” Dr. Wein-
stein says.  “For the very, very shy, we 
implement a ‘shaping program.’  Girls 
are encouraged to take small steps to 

learn to socialize.  Perhaps they first stand next to other girls or a 
girl they’d like to talk to.  We practice a  
special,  friendly voice for when they finally make the move to 
engage in conversation. The motivation to succeed socially is 
very strong.  For the girls that deny they need help, we are always 
tweaking motivation.”

Children with learning differences may also have problems at 
home that contribute to educational and social delay.  Dr.  
Weinstein often recommends family therapy outside P’TACH, 
which can change family dynamics in a very healthy way.  Parents 
may get help individually, while others seek help for the family as 
a whole.  In either case, Dr. Weinstein and the P’TACH staff work 
closely to see that the child involved progresses and feels  
comfortable in school 
while family relationships 
change and evolve. 

Dr. Weinstein points out 
another aspect of the  
importance of fitting in 
with peers:  friendships 
pull children through  
the hard times, with 
school or family or other 
relationships.  Helping children navigate socially brings all kinds of  
benefits.  And, the older girls at P’TACH are aware of this; they 
tend to mentor the younger girls, promoting a feeling of belonging.

“In the social and emotional realms, children with learning differ-
ences are the same as any other teenagers.  They want the same 
things – acceptance and appreciation.  I tell parents, ‘If you sense 
they’re not engaged, don’t be afraid to get help from therapists  
and encourage your children to reach out to other kids.’ n

From the  
National Director
Rabbi Burton Jaffa

A Conversation with
Dr. Elin Weinstein
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“It’s a shaky  
balancing act, 
this fitting in 
and standing 
out at the  
same time!”

	 			Aaron	Geffner,	an 18 year old senior 
                            graduating from the P’TACH program at Yeshiva 
University High School for Boys, arrived in ninth grade after  
struggling in mainstream yeshivas.  Before joining P’TACH, Aaron 
went to school all day and studied with tutors in the evening.   
There was no chance for a social life.  Playing on a hockey team  
one night a week was his only chance to interact with his peers.

He also found it very hard to break into the cliques that form at  
mainstream schools.  “P’TACH was a relief,” he says.  “The  
students here were very easygoing and accepting and I got all the 
resources I needed worked into the school day.”  To prove his point, 
Aaron talks with pride about his years as captain of the YUHSB  
Varsity Floor Hockey Team.

Fitting in at P’TACH wasn’t even an issue,” he continues.  “And,  
there’s a strong supporting cast.”  He’s referring to his teachers,  
especially Rabbi Boruch Feder, the P’TACH Coordinator, and  
Dr. Evan Kroll, the program’s in-house clinical and school  
psychologist.  

“Relationships with teachers are consistent,” he says, 
referring to two years of Torah studies with Rabbi Yair Daar.   
“Those relationships grow; the academic support and social  
support go together.”  Aaron goes on to study business at Touro 
College after graduation. n 

Time for a 
Social Life

“. . .The goal is making 
reliable friends and  
establishing close  
relationships . . .”
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Questioning Faith

	 		Q                                uestioning faith 
is a normal part of adolescent 
development.  Maintaining 
frumkeit can be an even greater 
challenge for children with 
learning differences.

The youngest of seven children, Eli First, is a 
tall, lanky 16 year old with close-cropped hair 
who squints when he smiles and exudes self- 
confidence.  He’s learned a lot about himself 
over the past few years and is remarkably  
introspective.  He’s given a great deal of 
thought to his religious identity and his place 
in the Jewish community.

A junior in the P’TACH program at the Yeshiva 
University High School for Boys, he wasn’t 
always so self-assured.  He struggled and his 
grades were low in the mainstream middle 
school he attended.  There was too much 
on his plate – tests, essays, homework.  “I 
couldn’t handle it all at one time.”  Eli struggled 
with religion too.  “Everyone has a time when 
they don’t believe in Hashem,” he says.  “A lot 
of kids go off the derech.  I did for a little bit.  I 
was a follower back then.  I didn’t believe in 
myself.  I went to the mall and had second 
thoughts about keeping Shabbos.”

Mrs. Meira Winter, Judaic Studies teacher at 
P’TACH at Yeshiva University High School for 
Girls says questioning faith is a normal part 
of adolescent development.  “That’s why it’s 
important to validate children’s concerns by 
answering their questions about religion  
honestly and directing them to people or 
places with answers, such as books, the  
Internet* or their rabbis.  She implores, “Give  
each student time.  They can tell when you’re 
taking them seriously.” 

Mrs. Winter explains that when teachers take 
the time to really listen, they can determine 
whether learning differences are getting in the 
way of comprehension.  When Mrs. Winter 

“. . . It's important to validate  
children's concerns  

by answering their questions 
about religion honestly. . ."
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sees a child turning outwards, she turns to Halachic topics the 
child can connect with, such as charity, honoring parents  
or learning about holidays.  Success in Judaic Studies classes 
creates comfort with and strengthens ties to Judaism.

Eli credits his parents and his rebbeim at P’TACH for support-
ing him through a time of doubt and renewal.  “My parents never 
pushed us religiously.  They explained to us, taught us, gave us 
reasons,” he says.  “We wake up at 4:30 in the morning to daven 
Vasekin when the sun comes up.  It’s a spiritual moment for my 
father, my brothers and me.”

At P’TACH, Eli found support and guidance with Rabbi Dov  
Feman, a 30-year veteran of the P’TACH program.  “He’s the one 
I go to with questions,” Eli says.  “The rabbis at P’TACH are very 
chilled out,” - a great compliment.  “They show us the reasons  
and they help us learn and believe.”

Dr. Evan Kroll, in-house clinical and school psychologist at  
Yeshiva University High School for Boys, explains that children 
feel marginalized until they attend P’TACH.  He points to an  
emphasis at P’TACH on normalizing life with learning differences 
and making everyone feel a part of the community. 

“Religion has lots of structure and rules and that’s difficult for 
adolescents,” Dr. Kroll explains.  “When kids at P’TACH see  
good role models – when they look at a teacher or rabbi and say  
‘I can be like him’ – it helps form their identities.  Teachers at 
P’TACH spend a great deal of time making classes engaging and 
meaningful.” 

“I’m not ashamed of the places I’ve been,” Eli says.  “Hashem 
helps you grow.  I was there, now I’m here.”  Eli tries to be a role 
model and a leader.  Having triumphed over academic failure and 
religious doubt, he tells the younger boys, “Don’t be afraid to be 
yourself.  If kids put you down, they don’t know you.  Find your 
niche.  But most of all, be humble when you come to this school.  
You know what it means to be put down, so be kind and stick up 
for the younger ones.” n

*Mrs. Winter recommends: www.aishhatorah.com, 
www.projectinspire.com and www.torah.org. 

“The rabbis at P'tach . . . 
show us the reasons

and they help us  
learn and believe.”

 

While the underlying problems are complex, the reasons are actually 
simple.  More than 75% of children with learning differences struggle 
with processing language in their native tongue.  Religious study and 
observance, which requires speaking and reading Hebrew (a second 
language), become the target of children’s anger and frustration due 
to the burden on already fragile learning skills.  Frumkeit may be 
questioned, if not diminished.

The typical yeshiva or day school  
student spends enormous energy  
trying to read, understand and express 
him- or herself in Loshon Kodesh/
Hebrew.  

Children spend hours with language- 
based, linguistically complex texts  
such as Chumash, Navi and Gemorrah 
(a third language).  For the child with a 
language-based learning difference, the 
entire experience is exasperating.  

Neuropsychologically, dysfunction occurs at one or more of the five 
levels of language structure (phonemic, morphological, semantic, 
syntactic and discourse).  The result is impairment in receptive 
or expressive language - or both.  Since language is the 
messenger for all learning, the school setting which asks students 
to interpret and express huge quantities of language on a daily 
basis becomes a place of frustration and anxiety for children with 
language processing disorders.  They simply can’t meet the 
linguistic demands of elementary, middle and high school at the 
speed, quantity and complexity expected. 

P’TACH’s specialists modify standard curricula to handle these 
challenges and enrich students’ lives academically, emotionally and 
culturally.  Through individual attention, counseling and proven 
scientific teaching methods, P’TACH makes learning a joy rather 
than a liability.
                             
This brings us to the theme of our newsletter, “Fitting In.”  At 
P’TACH, students become productive members of the Jewish 
community.  They fit in with peers on a social level and within the 
larger religious community - a far greater and, in the long run, 
far more important social safety net. n
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The Challenge of 
Frumkeit

Why are children with learning differences  
at greater risk of straying from religion?  

By Dr. Judah Weller 
Educational Director, P’TACH
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curriculum and offer counseling, 
speech and language therapy.”

“We’ve been very successful,” 
Mrs. Welkowitz continues.   
“Once girls see they can do well 
and get good grades, they feel 
better about themselves and do 
better in other interests.  The 
educational piece comes first.”  

In Kseniya’s case, poetry and 
short stories follow.  Feeling  
comfortable with her friends, 
Kseniya stands out because of 
her singular talent as a writer.  It 
seems the “Royal Blue Box” holds  
the truth, and for Kseniya the  
truth is that a life with learning   

              differences can be as rich and fulfilling   
                             as you make it.

   Her “royal blue box” also contains the  
   memories of a successful P’TACH   
   career.  

     Her advice to new students: “The 
     best thing to do is to try to get to 
    know your peers. Invite them over to study 
or have lunch together.  Work very hard at school and talk to the 
teachers. You will succeed.”  n

The Royal Blue Box
W	hen asked about “fitting in” with her peers, Kseniya Katayev, a senior at the    
                 P’TACH program at Yeshiva University High School for Girls, says she was  
       “shy at first, but eventually, I fit in pretty well.  Kids at P’TACH are curious,  
    but not judgmental.”

his sister, Meira Winter, who teaches  
Judaic Studies at P’TACH.  With a  
penchant for writing, Rabbi Berman will 
engage with Jewish and mainstream media 
in the quest to undo the stigma of learning 
differences and maintain P’TACH’s position 
at the forefront of special education in the 
Orthodox community. 
 
Rabbi Berman comes to us after eight 
years as a rabbinic counselor at “Our 
Place NY,” a nonprofit for at-risk Jewish 
youth.  Many of the teens he worked with 
had learning differences that clearly were 
not addressed.  “P’TACH has a program 
that works, but people don’t know enough 
about it,” he says.  “With greater visibility 
comes recognition and support.  P’TACH 
needs the community’s support to provide 
more technology, more space and more 
scholarships to fulfill its mission.”
 
With the promise of special events,  
workshops for parents and the public, 
and increased communication through 
email and the organization’s Web site,  
Rabbis Kramer and Berman look forward 
to increasing awareness about learning 
differences and P’TACH’s role in  

improving the lives of Jewish families. 

“We will get the word out,” Rabbi Berman asserts with a wide 
smile.  “Expect a phone call!” n
 

Tickets	are:	
																one	for	$54	two	for	$100
																four	for	$180	ten	for	$360

P’TACH 
Scholarship       Fund Raffle

What is more exciting than a raffle?!!  
 Think of the final countdown, when every heart skips a beat    
 as the raffle numbers are read out loud!
The only thing more exciting than the raffle itself is the feeling you get   
 when you purchase the tickets, knowing that you are already a winner 
 for supporting the education of Jewish children with learning differences.
The more tickets you buy, the better your chances of winning the
 $10,000 CASH GRAND PRIZE, or the SECOND PRIZE   
 $1,000 gift certificate to ARTSCROLL BOOKS!!
Drawing at the 
 Annual Scholarship Dinner, Sunday, February 27, 2011.

Call 718-854-8600 or email PTACHMAIN@aol.com to pledge your support.    
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Rabbi Avi
Kramer

Meet the New 
Development Team
P	‘TACH, a growing and evolving    
       organization, is always looking for  
the right people to teach our children, run  
our programs and take us into the future.

We are delighted to welcome to the 
P’TACH team Rabbi Avi Kramer and  
Rabbi Nosi Berman, both specializing in  
community relations and development.
 
To better serve more children, P’TACH  
reaches out to all the groups that have a  
stake in educating our Jewish children  
with learning differences:  parents,  
educators, clergy, alumni and those who  
give.  Rabbis Kramer and Berman will  
spearhead strategies for putting P’TACH  
at the top of donors’ lists and making  
P’TACH a household name so that  
every child who needs special attention  
will get it.
 
Rabbi Kramer is a product of Yeshiva  
Chofetz Chaim. “Active participation in  
learning helps you grow,” he says.   
“P’TACH gives children with learning  
differences the same opportunities I  
had.”  Rabbi Kramer has taught in  
yeshivas, tutored students privately and  
is enriched by the experiences of his wife, Chana, who 
teaches visually impaired children.
 
Rabbi Nosi Berman comes from a family of educators, including 

Rabbi Nosi
Berman

Why 6 million?

Why? 
Why did six million have to cry?

Why did six million have to die?

Why were six million separated from their families?

Why were six million judged by their heritage 

 and not by their qualities?

Why were six million sent to the ghettoes?

Why were six million Jews considered to be foes?

Why were six million made to feel inferior?

Why were six million taken away to the gas chambers?

Why were six million wiped away? 

Why couldn’t six million stay?

Why?

Kseniya stands out as well.  She’s 
a writer and poet and proudly offers 
up her poems and short stories. 
The drama of adolescence – of a 
Jewish adolescence – informs her 
work.  Family relationships, love and 
truth are the themes she explores.
Her characters are well educated 
and live a religious life, but they live
in a world of unexpected loss and 
consequences.

In one story, the main character 
discovers a royal blue box on a shelf 
in her mother’s closet.  “Should I 
open it or should I not, I thought.   
I impulsively opened the box and 
found the address of a man. This 
man was my father…”  The drama 
of discovery, betrayal and loss 
continues as the young woman 
seeks the truth about her past.  

Everyone daydreams, but not  
everyone can take their Technicolor 
imaginations and put them down on 
paper.  Storytellers like Kseniya speak 
to the dreams and concerns of their 
generations.  

In her poem “Why 6 Million?,” Kseniya tackles many of the same 
questions that have lingered unanswered for more than seventy 
years.  In her own voice, with mature solemnity and a recognition 
of injustice, Kseniya asks a question fraught with history, pain and 
an adolescent’s search for answers.
 
Jacqueline Welkowitz, P’TACH’s Coordinator at Yeshiva  
University High School for Girls, reflects on the children who 
have passed through her doors in her 29-year career.  “Because 
of learning differences, children’s abilities and confidence suffer.  
When a child has a history of failing, we start with the core  

All Occasion Cards
Give in honor or in memory of a loved one 

with a donation to P’TACH.  
Beautifully printed and inscribed, cards are sent on your behalf in sympathy, 

with good wishes for a speedy recovery or for a host of happy occasions, 
such as birthdays, graduations, weddings or to thank someone for a good deed. 

No minimum.
At P’TACH, your donations help children with learning 

differences succeed in school and in life! 

Contact P’TACH at (718) 854-8600, ext. 100 
or PTACHMAIN@aol.com 
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Dr. Judah Weller     
Educational Director P’TACH 

Mrs. Jacqueline Welkowitz
P’TACH Coordinator
Yeshiva University High School for Girls 

Dear Dr. Weller and Mrs. Welkowitz,

We want to thank you and everyone in the P’TACH 
program for helping Rochelle these last several years.  The 
program has been a blessing for her as she has grown from 
a severely anxious and unhappy young woman on the cusp 
of failing high school into a confident young woman looking 
forward to attending community college.  Your advice to 
remove her from her former high school without delay saved 
Rochelle from disaster. 

When we came to you, Rochelle had been a victim of her  
own hard work in that her significant learning issues had 
gone unnoticed for so long.  Even as the understanding of 
learning disabilities has become so much more prevalent,  
her previous high school remarkably had no sympathy or 
understanding for her difficulties.  As parents, we were 
desperate as we helplessly watched Rochelle suffer.  We have 
learned so much in these last few years and P’TACH has been 
a great fit for her.

Socially, Rochelle has made several friends.  Academically, 
Rochelle has been able to move forward and start college in 
September with no remedial courses, only college-level course 
work.  And, on top of all of this, Rochelle was able to remain 
in an environment of Jewish learning.

We salute all of the teachers who have worked so closely  
with Rochelle.  Thank you all for saving Rochelle’s life and 
thus, as it is said, helping to save the world.

B’Shalom, 
Grateful Parents

A Letter 
from  

Parents	
	 			Ariel	Spivak has a dream.  He wants            
                               to be a chef.  His heroes are Gordon Ramsey   
                               and Bobby Flay, world-renowned chefs and 
                        entrepreneurs.  He’s going to Israel for a year                      
                    after graduation, then on to a culinary institute.  

Ariel started an internship nearly a year ago at Mike’s Bistro, a 
Glatt Kosher restaurant on 72nd Street west of Broadway.  He’s 
learned prep work, knife skills, time-saving techniques, expediting 
and just started working on the line.

Ninth grade was tough on Ariel.  The kids at his mainstream 
school acted like a “gang” – they were mean and sometimes 
physically aggressive.  While he still has a few friends there,  
joining P’TACH in 10th grade made the difference, academically 
and socially.

At Yeshiva University High School for Boys, he is friends with  
his peers in P’TACH and those in the mainstream classes.   
In either case, “we’re friends on an individual basis,” he said.   
“The mainstream kids are indifferent that I’m in P’TACH.” 

Academically, P’TACH provided the support he needed to  
succeed in math - Rabbi Avi Wasser is a favorite teacher –  
and Judaic studies, where Jewish law and religious texts are 
discussed and explained in a way that enhances understanding.
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	 Gabriella	Golan	has an eye for eye shadow.   
        Her passion is the business of beauty.  She has a talent 
for hair and makeup and knows how to shape eyebrows using a  
popular method called “threading.”  With a mother who is a makeup 
artist and a father who is a jeweler, it’s no wonder that Gabriella is 
drawn to the art and craft of cosmetology.

After four years at P’TACH at Yeshiva University High School for Girls, 
it is also no wonder that Gabriella has big dreams that include a  
cosmetology academy in Manhattan and degrees in business and  
real estate at Queensborough Community College.  An entrepreneur  
at heart, Gabriella is committed to years of education and training.

The road hasn’t been easy, and a few years ago Gabriella had little 
faith in her dreams.   Before joining P’TACH, Gabriella moved from 
school to school.  “I know how it feels to be the odd one out,” she 
says.  “The schools were very different and the transitions were hard.”

“There are warm and outgoing people here at P’TACH.  I picked up  
on friends pretty quickly because the girls here are more accepting 
and down to earth.”  Although Gabriella has friends from mainstream 
classes, most of her classes are in P’TACH, so most of her friends are 
P’TACH girls. Gabriella says they are very supportive and that there 
is a culture of inclusiveness.  “The older girls try to make friends with 
everyone, even the quieter kids.”

“I did it,” Gabriella says with a reassuring smile, “and a lot of other  
girls have done the same thing.  You will definitely make friends  
at P’TACH!”   

Fitting In...for Me Empowered by a new self-confidence, Ariel began taking leader-
ship roles with NCSY, the National Conference of Synagogue 
Youth, the mission of which is to “connect, inspire and empower 
Jewish teens and encourage passionate Judaism through Torah 
and Tradition.”  He’s made lots of friends, attends Shabbatons and 
joins summer programs like JOLT (Jewish Overseas Leadership 
Training) and ICE (Israel: Create your own Experience).  He also 
plays baseball and the drums.

For Ariel, fitting in is doing what you are passionate about,  
whether it’s a Jewish teen program like NCSY, sports or the  
culinary arts.  His philosophy is, “Take care of yourself.  If you 
need help, take P’TACH classes.  If you feel you can do more,  
go for it!”

	 								Adina	Burstein, a senior at the   
                P’TACH program at Yeshiva University High  
                         School for Girls, says she had a really great high  
        school experience.  “I would have been sinking in 
life somewhere else,” she says.  “You don’t need to try to fit in at 
P’TACH because everyone feels ‘different,’ but the nine of us are 
in it together.”

Joining mainstream classes was more of a challenge for Adina.   
“I was frustrated that all the mainstream girls knew each other.   
It took me much longer to be accepted because I wasn’t with them 
all day.  The girls accepted me, but it took me a while to feel like  
I fit in.”

When feeling social pressures, Jacqueline Welkowitz, the P’TACH 
Coordinator, helped her through some of the rough times.  Adina 
learned that “the mainstream girls don’t know what you feel.  You 
have to go out and be friends with them and they will not reject 
you.  They’ll welcome you with open arms.”

Currently president of NCSY’s JUMP leadership training program  
at the high school, Adina is college bound after a year in Jerusalem 
in an intensive Judaic studies program at Midrashat Ha Rova. n 
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Rabbi buRton Jaffa, National Director, P’TACH
Simmy and yaakova Pollock, Alumni Award

dR. Judah WelleR, Educational Director, P’TACH

P’TACH’s 33rd annual benefit honored luminaries in the        
      Jewish community for their dedication to improving the lives of 
children with learning differences.  Without the support of these 
community leaders and the guests who came to honor them, 
Jewish-centered special education would be the privilege of only  
a few.  We applaud the generosity of our donors, who make a 
Jewish education possible for so many families in need.

Hillel Weinberger, Co-President of P’TACH, welcomed the crowd 
of more than 600 to the ballroom at the Grand Hyatt Hotel.  He 
then presented P’TACH’s Community Service Award to Susan 
and Frank Buchweitz.  A leading educator, Frank is National 
Director of Community Services and Special Projects for the  
Orthodox Union.  Susan is Clinical Director of the Birchwood 
School, a K-12 special education school in Rockland County, and 
an adjunct associate professor at the NYU School of Social Work.  

Dr. Joan Altman-Neumann and Naftoli Neumann were 
honored with the Chesed Award for their commitment to 
community.  Joan is an obstetrician/gynecologist in the Five 
Towns, while Naftoli serves as Menahel of the Agudas Anshei 
Mamod Ubeis Vaad Lachachomim (The House of Sages), a 
venerable institution founded by his late grandfather, HaRav 
Shmuel Aharon Rubin, ZLT.   

A graduate of the first P’TACH class in 1979 at Yeshiva 
University High School for Boys, P’TACH was proud to honor 
Simmy Pollock and his wife Yaakova with the Alumni 
Award.  Simmy has an impressive career first as an  
optician and now as a massage therapist specializing in  
holistic oriental medicine.  He and Yaakova dedicate many 
hours to volunteering in their Maryland Jewish community.
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The Educator’s Award was given to Chana Silberstein, a 
psychologist and Jewish family life educator.  Chana’s many 
accomplishments include 26 years with the Board of Jewish 
Education and her current position with the PJ Library, where 
she heads an early childhood family engagement program.  

“A passion for education and dedication to Jewish values 
unites these honorees,” said Rabbi Burton Jaffa, National 
Director of P’TACH.  “We honor them, and in so doing honor 
all of those who support special education for Jewish  
children.”

In addition to the honorees, guests heard eloquent speeches 
from Lauren Busani-Halevi, a recent P’TACH graduate, and 
Malky Rabinowitz, a ten year old fourth-grader at the P’TACH 
program at Bais Yaakov D’Rav Meir.  Lauren spoke of the 

hardships she endured prior to enrolling in P’TACH at Yeshiva 
University High School for Girls and the transformation that 
took place during her four years there.  Malky told the enrap-
tured audience about learning challenges she is overcoming 
with the help of P’TACH’s educators and counselors.  

The evening ended on a high note with a rousing concert  
by the Boys Choir of P’TACH at Yeshiva Chaim Berlin.  
“This is just another example of how P’TACH builds on stu-
dents’ strengths,” said Dr. Judah Weller, the organization’s 
Educational Director.  “No one would guess these were boys 
with learning challenges!”    

dR. Joanne altman-neumann and naftoli neumann, 
Chesed Award
Rabbi buRton Jaffa, National Director, P’TACH
Steve fox, Board Member  (rear left)
hillel WeinbeRgeR, Co-President, P’TACH (rear right)

itzi laub, Chairman, Dinner Committee
chana SilbeRStein, Educator’s Award

Rabbi buRton Jaffa, National Director, P’TACH
hillel WeinbeRgeR, Co-President, P’TACH

dR. Joel RoSenShein, Founder, Chairman of 
P’TACH’s Educational and Professional Board

Rabbi buRton Jaffa, National Director, P’TACH
SuSan and fRank buchWeitz, 

Community Service Award

boyS choiR of P’tach 
at yeShiva chaim beRlin

, 
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